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HEAD MASSAGING DEVICE 

Field of the Invcatioa 
5 The present invention relates to a head massaging device. 
Badcground of the Invention 

Massagjng of the human body is well known and is used lo achieve numerous different 
1 0 eflbcts. For example massaging may be used in physiotherapy for pain relief or to assist in 
the healing of damaged muscles or tendanis^ Mfl^^iaglng is also a well established 
technique for relieving stress and tension and providing physical relaxation, slimulation 
and pleasure, 

15 Massaging is prednminantiy performed by direction hand/finger manipulation althougli 
hand held massaging tools arc abo known. These tools can be broadly categorised into 
powered (e,g, electrically powered) and manual tools. 

Of the manual massaging tools very few have been made spcuilically for massaging the 

2 0 head and iiualp. One fool That is known comprises four small wooden spheres connected to 

a larger central and raised wooden sphere by shurl wooden rods. The largest sphere acts 
a handle to push and rub the smaller spheres against the body, Tliese splicres can be 
applied to the head to msssaa^e the bend nnd scalp, 

25 Summary nFfhe Invention 

The present invention was de\ised to produce on altoniate fomi of manual head/scalp 
massaging device. 

3 0 According to one aspect of the present mvention there ia provided a head massaging 

device comprising a plurality of iicsilieiit fingers, safd fingers each having a free end and 
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an opposite end, said opposite ciids being coupled together, said fingers defining a head 
receiving space for receiving a head, said space ottending between IVee ends and said 
opposite ends and having an opening at om end fonned by a juxtaposition of said free 
ends of said fingers, said opening being smaller than said head, and at least a portion of 
5 isaid head receiving space having a drciimference vAuvh exceeds a circumference of said 
opening whereby, in U5c, when sdd dcviee b lowered onto said h^ so that said head 
cntcra said head receiving space through said opening, said free ends of said aigers apply 
pressure to and rhtw massage said licad, 

10 Preferably the device further includes vibrating means uuupled to said opposite ends of 
said fmgBKi whereby vibmtions generated by said vibrating means are transmitted from 
said opposite ends through said fillers to said fiee ends. 

Preferably the device farther includes a handle fgr icociving opposite ends of aold fingers 
15 and wtuch is disposed said vibrating means, said hmidle facilitating gripping and 
manipulation of said massaging device. 

According to a ftirther aspect of Uie present invention there is provided a head massaging 
device including at least: 
20 a plurality of resilient and pliable fingers, suid fingers each having a free end and 

an opposite end; 

vibrator coupled to said opposite ends virhereby vibrations generated by said 
viteator are transmitred along said lingers from said opposite ends to said ftee ends, ttiid 

said fingers defininR a self-supporting head-receiving spaee for receiving a head, 

25 soid Sf^e extending between said free ends and said opposite ends and having a self- 
maintained opening at one end fonned by a juxtaposition of said free ends of said fingers, 
md opening being of a circumference smaller than a circumference of said head, whereby 
said head can fit inside said space willi said free ends in contact with said head, and at least 
a portion of said hsad-rccciving space having a circumference which is greater than said 

30 oiroumference of said opening whereby, hi use, when said device is lowered on to said 
head sn that said head enters said head-receiving space through said openings said free 
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tsnds of said fingers apply pressure to and thus massage said head. 

According to a further aspect of tlie present invention there is provided a head massaging 
device Including st least: 
5 a plurality of resilient tlngers, said iingera eoch having a free end and an opposite eiid; 
a vibrator coupled to safd opposite ends whereby vibrations generated by said vibrator are 
transmitted along said fingers from said opposite ends to said eads; and, 
a handile fbr receiving said opposite ends and in ^^eh is disposed said vibrator; 
each of said fingers having a transversely exleudiiig portion immediately adjacent the 

10 handle, each said transversely extending portion being followed by a contiguous portion 
extending downwardly and inwardly ftom said transversely extending portion, s^d 
contiguous portion terminating in said free end« said inteiinedlate length iind continuous 
length of said fingers together defining a head-receiving space for receiving a space, said 
space extending between said ll'ee cada and Baid opposite ends and having an opetung at 

15 one end formed by a juxtaposition of said free ends of said fingers, said opening having a 
eircumfcrenos smaller than a circwmference of said head, and at least a portion of said 
head-reoeiving space having a ch\;umference which exceeds said circumference of said 
opetdng whereby, in use, when said device is lowered on to said head so that stud head 
enters said head-rccciving space lluuugh said opening, said free ends of said fingers ^ply 

2 0 pressure to and thus massage said head 

Preferably said fingers arc electrically conductive. 
Preferably said fingers comprise copper wire. 

25 

Preferably ihe fingers are pHahle TO that the. si2e and shape of the opening can be varied. 
Preferably the fi:ee end of each finger is smoothly terminated, 

3 0 Preferably each firee end is terminated in a bulb or ball like structui-e, 
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Preibrably llie fi^ end of each fbgcrs terminate in a resin bulb or ball like gtructure. 
Preferably the fingers are made of wire. 
Fieferably the fingers are electrically uondiiutive* 
Preferably the fingers are made of copper wire. 

Preferably the head massaging device comprises between four and twenty four lingers. 

Preferably the opposite ends of the fingers ore oonneeted together. 

Preferably The conneclcd opposite ends of the fingers terminate in or otherwiss form a 
handle for gripping and manipulating the massaging dcviec. 

Brief DesgiipUon of the Drawings 

An embodiiTKxxL of die present invention will now be described by reference to the 
accompanying drawings in which: 

Figure 1 is a schenjatic representation of a first embodiment of the head massaging device; 
and^ 

Figure 2 is a schanmLii; representation of a second cmbodlmcni of the head massaemg 
device showing its handle in partial section. 

I>c<ailed Description of the Preferred Em bod iments 

The head massaging device 10 comprises a plurality of resilient fingers 12 defining a head 
receiving space 14 having an opening 16 at one end formed by the relative juxtaposition of 
the respective free ends 18 of the fingers 1 2, The opening 16 is smaller than the size of the 
head so that in use when the device 10 is lowered onto the head so that the head enters the 
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space through the opening 1 6^ the free ends 18 of the fingers 12 apply piessure to, and thus 
xiiassagc, llic head. 

5 The fingers 12 are pliable so diat tlie size and shape of the openings 16 can be varied to 
suit different people. That is, the lingers 12 can be bent to ensure that the opcnins 16 is of 
a size so tliat tlie free ends 18 contact the he^id/scalp of a person when the device 10 is 
lowered onto the head with the head entering the space 14 tluough opening 16. 

1 0 The ohoractcristics of resilience and pliabilil>' of iht; fingers 1 2 can be achieved by making 
the fingers 12 from wire. Copper wire is particularly well suited because of its wide 
availability and low casU II may be henefldal for the wire making up the fingers 12 to be 
electrically conductive, which of course will follow if flic wire is made from copper, 

15 To ensure that the free ends 18 do not scratch die scalp, they are smoothly lerminated. 
This can be achieved by terminating the free end of each finger in a bulb or ball like 
structure, Tliis sliucturc can be fhnned integrally with the fingers 12. Alternately, bulb or 
ball like structures can be fixed or otherwise attached to llic fret; ends 1 8. One way of 
doing fliis is to dip ihe lower ends of the fingers 18 into a resin then lift the fingers 12 out 

20 of the resin so that as the rosin flows down each of the fingers 12 it collects and fonns a 
droplet dependir^ fiom the free ends 1 8 whidi upon hardening forms tlic bulb or ball like 
structure. 

OppoidLe ends 20 of rhe fingers 12 are coupled or connected together to fonn part of a 

2 5 handle 22 for gripping and nnanipubting tlie device 10. When the fingers 12 are made of 

wire, the ends 20 can be simply twsted and otherwise wound together. A plastic housing 
or other sheath 24 can be slipped over the ends 20 to complete the handle 22 and moke it 
easier to grip. 

3 0 By making the fingers 12 pliable, the device 1 0 can he easily packaged and stored in a flat 

rectangular box by simply flattening half of the fingers 12 on opposite sides of tlic hundlc 
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22. When it is desired to use th« device 10 the fingers J 2 are simply spread out about tlic 
handle 22 from the flat cxmdiliun. 

Figure 2 depicts a second enibodimsal of tlis head massaging device 10' which diffet^ 
s ttoni tlw device 10 depicted in Figure 1 by forming the handle 22 with a housing 24' 
which receives the free ends 20 of flie flngere 12 and in which is disposed a vibrating 
means (e.g. a vihralor) 26 and battery 28. The vibrator 26 con be in the tbrm of any 
commercially available battery powered vibrating motor. A switch 30 h provided on ihe 
handJe 22 for selectively opening md closing an dectiic circuit 32 coupling ti)C battery 28 

10 to die vibrator 26. fa this particular embodiment, the ends 20 of fingers 12 are wedged 
between the outside of the vibrator 26 and an inside surface of tlic housing 24', When the 
switch 30 is operated to close the circuit 32, an electric current: is fed from the battery 28 to 
the vibrator 26 causing it to vibrate. The vibrations are transmitted along (lie faigers 12 
ftom the ends 20 to the fee ends 18, Hie housiag 24' is provided with « removable end 

,1 5 cap 34 to allow iqjlaocment of the battery 28. 

Now that emhndiments uf llie masse^gii^ device 10, 10' have been described in detail it 
will be apparent to those ^Ued in the relevant arts and numerous: modificatium aiid 
variations can be made without dqiarting fruiu the basic inventive concepts, For example, 

2Q Ito illustrated embodiments dq?ict devices 10, 10' having eight fingers 12, However the 
device 10, 10' can be made with any number of fingers with ilto prefcircd minimum 
nimiber being four and preferred maximum number bcbg twenty four. Further^ the 
fingers 12 may be mode Irom plastics, eyntliotic maremiLs or compnaites. Ii is also 
stressed that the pliabiltry of the fmgens 12 is not au essential characteristic of the device 

25 10. If llie fingers 12 are made solely from a plastics material then they will still have the 
resilient characteristic as required by not the preferred feature of pliability* la yet a jfurthcr 
variation, each finger 12 can be iiiadc as a dual or roulti component element having at least 
a first lower clement which includes the free ends 18 being made from a resilienl nialerial 
and a second upper component that can pruvide ihe feature of pliability. For example, 

3 0 each finger 12 can be made &om the first lower length of plastics material which inchides 
the Etee end 18 and an upper let^ say of wire Joined to the lower leiigUi (for example by 

H:VneISDntocp\SDCCl\HEAD MASSAOINO DEVICE - ClP^doo 



-7- 



an adhesive or epcocy resin) leading to the handle 22 to provide the characteristic of 
pliability to the finger 12. TliU Uicn allows rhe finger 12 to be tiattened for storage and 
opened up for use as well as allowing reshape and resizing of Uic opening 16. Also, there 
ore numerous aJtcinalivcs for smoothly terminatisg the ft@@ end IS of each fingef 12. For 
b example, a plastic or metal sleeve having a smuolh end can be applied and othervnac 
affixed to the frcQ end 18 of each finger provided there is a anootii tenninatfon. 
Alteniately, the free end 18 of each finger may simply be machined or oflierwisc worked 
la prnvWe a smooth termination. 

1. 0 Further, in relation to Qie vibmting massaging device 1 0' depicted in Figure 2, rather than 
having flie ends 20 of fingers 12 wedged between the vibrator 26 and die inside of housing 
24', other types of mechanical coupli[ig of the vibrations generated by the vibmtor 26 can 
be inccrporafed. For examples the vibrator 26 can be arraaiged to transmit vibrations 
directly to the handle 22, or housing 24" with the ends 20 coupled to the handle 22 or 

1 5 housing 24' to receive those vibrations. 

All such modificadons and vmiationii are deemed to be within the scope of (he present 
invention the nature of which is to be determined from the above description and the 
appended claims. 
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